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Despite increasing interest in how involvement in local government can improve governance and lead to
civic renewal, questions remain about participation's real impact. This book investigates participatory
budgeting—a mainstay now of World Bank, UNDP, and USAID development programs—to ask whether its
reforms truly make a difference in deepening democracy and empowering civil society. Looking closely at
eight cities in Brazil, comparing those that carried out participatory budgeting reforms between 1997 and
2000 with those that did not, the authors examine whether and how institutional reforms take effect.

Bootstrapping Democracy highlights the importance of local-level innovations and democratic advances,
charting a middle path between those who theorize that globalization hollows out democracy and those who
celebrate globalization as a means of fostering democratic values. Uncovering the state's role in creating an
"associational environment," it reveals the contradictory ways institutional reforms shape the democratic
capabilities of civil society and how outcomes are conditioned by relations between the state and civil
society.
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From reader reviews:

Amber Weitz:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Bootstrapping Democracy: Transforming Local Governance and Civil
Society in Brazil. Try to the actual book Bootstrapping Democracy: Transforming Local Governance and
Civil Society in Brazil as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you sense alone and
beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you
more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Verla Foster:

Typically the book Bootstrapping Democracy: Transforming Local Governance and Civil Society in Brazil
will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is
very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book Bootstrapping
Democracy: Transforming Local Governance and Civil Society in Brazil is much recommended to you to
study. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Ana Worcester:

The actual book Bootstrapping Democracy: Transforming Local Governance and Civil Society in Brazil has
a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published
by the very famous author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to
read you can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Penny Risley:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Bootstrapping Democracy:
Transforming Local Governance and Civil Society in Brazil that give your fun preference will be satisfied
simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know
world better then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice
only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who
want to start examining as your good habit, you can pick Bootstrapping Democracy: Transforming Local
Governance and Civil Society in Brazil become your starter.
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