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Shakespeare and the Ideal of Love Jill Line
Reveals the influence of the Renaissance scholar-priest Marsilio Ficino on Shakespeare and how the
Neoplatonic philosophy of love shaped the inner meaning of his work

• Shows how Shakespeare’s works offer a path back to the divine unity of all things

• Explains the role of love in the Christian-Platonic concept of the three worlds

In Love’s Labours Lost, Shakespeare talks of the true Promethean fire that is lit by the doctrine he reads in
women’s eyes. What is this doctrine and what is this true Promethean fire to which it gives birth? In
Shakespeare and the Ideal of Love, Jill Line shows that Shakespeare shared the perennial philosophy of a
long line of teachers, including Hermes Tristmegistus, Pythagoras, Plato, Plotinus, and especially the
Florentine scholar and mystic Marsilio Ficino. The answer to these questions, Line claims, lies in Ficino’s
Christian-Platonic philosophy of love, from which all Shakespeare’s plays have their genesis.

Love, according to Ficino, is the force that inspired the creation of the worlds of the angelic mind, the soul,
and the material, and it is through love that each of these worlds expands into the next. Love is also the
vehicle that allows human beings to make the return journey to the source of their being, where they find
unity in God. This is the path on which all of Shakespeare’s lovers embark. Jill Line explains how
Shakespeare’s plays represent more than poetic literary constructs: They are mirrors of the progress of the
soul, in many conditions and situations, as it returns to the divine unity of all things.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Jackson:

This Shakespeare and the Ideal of Love usually are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful
person, why. The reason of this Shakespeare and the Ideal of Love can be among the great books you must
have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that maybe will
shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever
your conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Shakespeare and the Ideal of Love
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical
thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Kenneth Allen:

This Shakespeare and the Ideal of Love is great book for you because the content which is full of information
for you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This particular book
reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences in it. So if you are
read the item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Shakespeare and
the Ideal of Love in your hand like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We
can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that.
So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Phyllis Spencer:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you go through a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Shakespeare and the Ideal of Love will give you a new experience in looking at a book.

Douglas Anderson:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This publication Shakespeare and the Ideal of Love was filled regarding science. Spend
your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel
enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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