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"Calof’s [story] has the ‘electricity’ one occasionally finds in primary sources. It is powerful, shocking, and
primitive, with the kind of appeal primary sources often attain without effort.... it is a strong addition to the
literature of women’s experience on the frontier." ?Lillian Schlissel

In 1894, eighteen-year-old Rachel Bella Kahn travelled from Russia to the United States for an arranged
marriage to Abraham Calof, an immigrant homesteader in North Dakota. Rachel Calof’s Story combines her
memoir of a hard pioneering life on the prairie with scholarly essays that provide historical and cultural
background and show her narrative to be both unique and a representative western tale. Her narrative is
riveting and candid, laced with humor and irony.

The memoir, written by Rachel Bella Calof in 1936, recounts aspects of her childhood and teenage years in a
Jewish community, (shtetl) in Russia, but focuses largely on her life between 1894 and 1904, when she and
her husband carved out a life as homesteaders. She recalls her horror at the hardships of pioneer
life?especially the crowding of many family members into the 12 x 14’ dirt-floored shanties that were their
first dwellings. "Of all the privations I knew as a homesteader," says Calof, "the lack of privacy was the
hardest to bear." Money, food, and fuel were scarce, and during bitter winters, three Calof
households?Abraham and Rachel with their growing children, along with his parents and a brother’s
family?would pool resources and live together (with livestock) in one shanty.

Under harsh and primitive conditions, Rachel Bella Calof bore and raised nine children. The family
withstood many dangers, including hailstorms that hammered wheat to the ground and flooded their home;
droughts that reduced crops to dust; blinding snowstorms of plains winters. Through it all, however, Calof
drew on a humor and resolve that is everywhere apparent in her narrative. Always striving to improve her
living conditions, she made lamps from dried mud, scraps of rag, and butter; plastered the cracked wood
walls of her home with clay; supplemented meagre supplies with prairie forage?wild mushrooms and garlic
for a special supper, dry grass for a hot fire to bake bread. Never sentimental, Caolf’s memoir is a vital
historical and personal record.

J. Sanford Rikoon elaborates on the history of Jewish settlement in the rural heartland and the great tide of
immigration from the Russian Pale of Settlement and Eastern Europe from 1880–1910. Elizabeth Jameson
examines how Calof "writes from the interior spaces of private life, and from that vantage point, reconfigures
more familiar versions of the American West." Jameson also discusses how the Calofs adapted Jewish
practices to the new contingencies of North Dakota, maintaining customs that represented the core of their
Jewish identity, reconstructing their "Jewishness" in new circumstances.

 Download Rachel Calof's Story: Jewish Homesteader on the Norther ...pdf

 Read Online Rachel Calof's Story: Jewish Homesteader on the North ...pdf

http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0253209862
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0253209862
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0253209862
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0253209862
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0253209862
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0253209862
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0253209862
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0253209862


Download and Read Free Online Rachel Calof's Story: Jewish Homesteader on the Northern Plains
Rachel Calof



Download and Read Free Online Rachel Calof's Story: Jewish Homesteader on the Northern Plains
Rachel Calof

From reader reviews:

Frank Johnson:

The book Rachel Calof's Story: Jewish Homesteader on the Northern Plains will bring someone to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find
new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Rachel Calof's Story: Jewish Homesteader on
the Northern Plains is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web
site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Sharon Wilson:

This Rachel Calof's Story: Jewish Homesteader on the Northern Plains is great guide for you because the
content which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision
every minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can say no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having Rachel Calof's Story: Jewish Homesteader on the Northern Plains in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that
offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good
reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Melissa Broussard:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their
interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Rachel Calof's Story: Jewish Homesteader on the Northern Plains can make you
really feel more interested to read.

Sandra Easley:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source this filled update of
news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Rachel Calof's Story: Jewish Homesteader on the Northern Plains when you required it?
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